
C; Macintosh Update 
Disk-Based MacWrite 

Disk-based Mac Write has added features not yet described in the manual. We thought you'd 
like to know about them. 

' 

Larger Documents 

The new Mac Write no longer keeps your entire document in memory while you're working 
on it, but rather keeps it on the disk, bringing into memory only what you're currently 
working on. This means you can create and edit much larger documents: A document can 
have up to 500 Return characters on a 128K system and 2047 on a 512K system. 

In an average prose document, 500 Return characters give you about 60 pages (enough for a 
hefty chapter of your great American novel). Choose About Mac Write from the Apple menu, 
to see the size of the document you're working on. (The document size is shown in 
kilobytes.) Don't let a Mac Write document get larger than 250 pages. Even if you have a 
hard disk and there are fewer than 500 Return characters in the document, Mac Write won't 
be able to handle it. 

If you have only one disk drive, it's a good idea to keep both the application and the 
document you're working on together on the same disk, since disk-based Mac Write uses the 
disk frequently while you're working on a document. Otherwise you'll spend a lot of time 
swapping disks. Of course, you can copy Mac Write to as many disks as you need. 

Using the New MacWrite With Old MacWrite Documents 

You can use the new Mac Write with old Mac Write documents by dragging the new 
Mac Write icon onto disks that have existing Mac Write documents. 

When you open an old Mac Write document using disk -based Mac Write, the document is 
automatically converted to work with the new Mac Write. Once converted, it opens as an 
untitled document. Name it the first time you save it. If you don't plan to use the document 
with the old Mac Write application again (and there really isn't any reason to), go ahead and 
rename the converted document using its original name. If you want to keep the original 
version to use with the old Mac Write, give the converted document a new name. The 
original will still appear on the desktop the next time you quit Mac Write. You can then drag 
the document to a different disk to use with the old Mac Write. 

Once you convert a Mac Write document, you can open it only with the new Mac Write. You 
can't change it back to the old format. 
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Alignment Commands 

Format 

�� nsert Ruler 

Hide Rulers 

Open Header 

Open Footer 

Display Header 

Display Footer 

Set Page # ... 

Insert Page Break: 

Title Page 

Rlign Left a€N 

Rlign Center a€M 

Rlign Right a€R 

Justify a€J 

Use Ruler 3€0 

There are four new commands in the Format menu that let you change the alignment of 
selected text without inserting a new ruler. You can choose Align Left, Right, or Center, or 
you can justify text so it's spaced out across the full width of the margin by choosing Justify. 
The new alignment affects the entire paragraph that contains your selection. 

When you select text and then choose one of these commands, the alignment you choose 
overrides the alignment setting in the current ruler. Choosing Use Ruler causes the 
alignment setting of the current ruler to take effect again. 

The Find Next Command 

3€6 

Once you've searched for some text using the Find command and activated the document 

window, you can now continue searching through a document for more occurrences of that 
text without having to reopen the Find window. 
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Choosing Find Next from the Search menu or using its Command-key equivalent 
(Command-F) finds the next occurrence of the text you've previously specified. 

If you haven't yet specified any text, choosing Find Next presents a dialog box that asks you 
to type the text you want to find. To change what you want Mac Write to find, choose Find. 

Current Page Number and the Go to Page # Command 

... l ... .L ••• l. ....... l ... .L ••• l .. i) 

The scroll box now shows the number of the page you're currently viewing. The number 
changes as you drag the scroll box, so you can move to the exact page you want to view by 
dragging the scroll box there. 

You can also use the Go to Page # command in the Search menu to go to an exact page in the 
document. You can do this without taking your hands off the keyboard by using the 
Command-key equivalent for this command (Command-G), typing the page number, and 
pressing the Return key. 

6-Lines-Per-lnch Line Spacing 
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� � � 6 lines/inch � [§§] a � 11 

There's a new option on the ruler to set spacing to 61ines per inch (standard typewriter single 
spacing). This is useful for printing on standard printed forms, for example, or designing 
forms that are consistent with those proportions. You can use the 6-lines-per-inch option 
with single, space-and-a-half, or double spacing. 

Some fonts may appear slightly chopped off when you specify this setting, especially if you 
use large font sizes, superscripts, and subscripts single spaced. However, the problem often 
disappears when you print your document. Experiment with different fonts and font sizes to 
get the effect you want. 

032-0012-A 3 



Text-Only Documents 
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A MacWrite document A Text-only document 

You can save a Mac Write document as text only-without most format information. You'd 
do this when you want to use MacTerminal to send documents to another computer, or 
whenever you want to move an entire Mac Write document to another application that doesn't 
use the Mac Write format-a programming language, for example. 

When you save a document as text only, MacWrite places a text-only version of your current 
document on the disk. The current document continues to be the one you've been working 
on, not the new, text-only version. 

You can open a text-only document you created with Mac Write in the usual way. If the 
document wasn't created with Mac Write, select the Mac Write application icon along with the 
document before you open it. (You do this by selecting the first icon, and then pressing and 
holding the Shift key while you select the second.) Similarly, if you want to use another 
application to work on a text-only document you created with Mac Write, select that 
application's icon along with the document. 

When you open the document, you'll be asked whether you want Return characters retained 
between paragraphs only (the normal way for Mac Write) or after each line (you'd do this for 
tables, for example). Text-only documents open as Untitled in the preset font-12-point 
Geneva-with preset tab markers, line spacing, and justification. 
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